Convention 2019
Thursday, September 19 –
Saturday, September 21, 2019
SAVE THE DATE
The PBA is pleased to announce that the 2019 Convention will take place in Canmore,
Alberta at the Canmore Inn & Suites.
The hotel is now accepting reservations for our convention.

Hotel rooms must be booked by July 31, 2019, as the remaining rooms will be released after this time
and the Group Rate will no longer be available. For the convention our licensees have the room rate of
$170.99 – 215.99 plus taxes.
When you are booking your rooms, please make sure that you let the hotel know that you
are with the PBA Conference.
Please feel free to contact:
Canmore Inn & Suites
1402 Bow Valley Trail, Canmore, AB
Phone: 1-403-609-4656
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Conference Agenda
Sept 20 and 21, 2019
Friday September 20
9am – 9:30
9:30 - 10:15
10:15 – 10:30
10:30 – 12noon

12 – 1
1-2:30

2:30 – 3pm
3 – 4:30

6pm – 10pm

President’s Welcome
Liberty Tax Presentation ““The Benefits of owning a Franchise”
Networking Break
The Cannabis Industry 2.0
A year has passed since our last discussion on the cannabis industry. Where are we
today? What trends have been set? What’s on the horizon for clients that may be in
this industry? Hear what this amazing panel of Cannabis Experts have to say on a
new year in this ‘growing’ industry.
Lunch
Successful Business Transitions
During the presentation, we will describe the key elements of an Enterprise
Transition Plan which every business owner, contemplating retirement, needs to
complete along with their professional financial advisors. The plan involves a critical
assessment of five separate ‘transition pathways’ available to the business owner,
each with attractions and drawbacks.
Latest research data indicates that a significant proportion of Canadian enterprises
will be divested over the next five years, as the boomer generation contemplates
complex succession and exit issues. Many of these business owners have failed to
initiate any form of planning to achieve a successful transition.
Participants will be shown how to complete a comprehensive situation assessment
using the Business Diagnostics ‘Size-Up’ methodology. This process then sets the
stage for a review and selection of the best Transition Pathway for the business
owner, leading to the formulation and execution of a successful exit and succession
strategy. (Book discount available for PBA Members)
Socializing Break
What’s the difference between ASPE and IFRS?
International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) are the GAAP used by the majority
of publicly listed companies and some private companies in Canada and many other
parts of the world. Accounting Standards for Private Enterprises (ASPE) are the GAAP
used by most private companies in Canada. Have you ever wondered how the
Canadian standard setting process works and what the differences are between the
two GAAPs? This session will provide an overview of the IFRS and ASPE standard
setting process in Canada, the key differences between the two sets of standards and
why private companies might choose to apply one versus the other.
Supper and Awards
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Saturday September 21
8:30am – 10am

Disaster Preparedness
Your business is not just a source of income. It is the foundation on which you have
built your dreams. It’s your livelihood. It may also be an inheritance for your
children.
However, is your business prepared for WHEN a natural disaster hits not IF?
Economic development and recovery expert and author Leann Hackman-Carty
believes if every individual, business, and community was properly prepared, the
impacts of disasters would be greatly decreased. She knows we can and must do
better. Lives and livelihoods don’t have to be destroyed. Leann is determined to
create a more disaster-resilient world by helping businesses plan for WHEN a
disaster is going to happen…. not IF.

10 – 10:30
10:30 – 12noon

12 – 12:45
12:45 – 2

2 – 2:15
2:15 – 3:30

Join us for this session as Leann provides attendees with information about
disasters and how to best prepare for them. She will also highlight some real-life
examples from her work after the Fort McMurray wildfire and Southern Alberta
floods. (Book discount available for PBA Members)
Break (check out)
The Art and Science of Marketing
The Art and Science of Marketing seminar provides a clear understanding of how to
develop and implement a marketing plan. Areas of discussion include research,
strategic planning, brand development, tactical implementation and the
importance of measurement. Join Ryan Townend, CEO of William Joseph, for an
informative and innovative session that will provide you with the insight needed to
create an effective marketing strategy.
Lunch
PBA Complaints and Compliance Updates and Process
This session will speak to the importance of being compliant and will share best
practices and tools on how to do it well. It will also share the current PBA
complaints process updates and tips on how to avoid complaints. Key related
policy updates will be highlighted, and safeguarding practices will be revealed.
Break
Ethics, Values, Trust, And Professional Responsibility
Rod recently consulted to update the PBA Policies and Procedures, including
drafting revised code of ethics, and including a new annual continuing education
requirement on the topic of professional ethics.
This session will introduce the attendees to the revised code of ethics and
complaints processes, as well as the basic concepts related to ethics, values, trust,
and professional responsibility. Attendees will complete their required professional
ethics requirement and learn how professional ethics can improve their business.

3:30-3:35

Conference Wrap Up
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MEET YOUR PRESENTERS
President’s Welcome
Margo Desmarais, PBA Alberta
President

Working in the accounting field for over 25 years, Margo completed
her Accounting Diploma in Regina Saskatchewan at Reliance Business
College before embarking on her career. Over the years she has
worked for small and large companies, for profit and non-profit
businesses and has in most recent years added tax specializations to
her continued learning and expertise. As a self-professed lifelong
learner, Margo has continued taking courses from many sources
including in person, distance and online, she believes knowledge is
empowering.
Margo has been a member since September 2010 and joined the
Board of Directors a year later. She has held several positions
beginning with Membership Director for two years, a year as Executive
Vice President and now as President as well as serving on the National
Board as Treasurer for 5 years. Margo has a strong sense of
community and in addition to her PBA commitments she was also a
long-standing volunteer board member with Adults for Kids Society of
Alberta.
“Life is too short” is the motto Margo lives by and with that philosophy
she takes every opportunity to enjoy time with her children,
grandchildren, extended family & many friends. Her other interests
include watching football, travelling and appreciating the river valleys
in and around Edmonton where she makes her home.

Session: Liberty Tax: The Benefits of Owning a Franchise
Mr. Klumpe has served as Director of Canadian Operations since April
Erik Klumpe, Director of Canadian
2018. He served as Regional Director of Canadian Operations from
Operations
November 2014 until April 2018. Mr. Klumpe has been engaged in the
line of business associated with the franchise since December of 1999.

Session: The Cannabis Industry 2.0
Barry Davidson, Director, Strategic
Engagement for 3SixtySecure

Barry has become a recognized leader in the cannabis industry in the
areas of risk and business strategy, regulatory compliance,
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cultivation/production/retail security assessment and global security
issues. He is an internationally recognized security and CPTED
consultant with more than 30 years experience in the strategic
management, risk analysis, mitigation and security advisory realm. He
has worked within private enterprise, governments and not-for-profits
globally and is called upon regularly to advise on both emerging issues
and high risk projects.
As one of the founders of the International Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design Association (ICA) and international trainer in the
field, Barry brings a depth of knowledge to his work that ensures client
value and success on each project. This experience combines with his
government experience within decision making offices at all levels of
government allows for a true 360-degree view of risks, threats and
solutions.

Lindsay Blackett, Managing
Consultant/ Partner
Arete Cannabis Consulting Inc.

Barry was previously the Director of Strategic Operations for the
Canadian Crime Prevention Centre and was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the International CPTED Association for his
work in the field.
Lindsay Blackett is an extraordinary entrepreneur and executive in the
marketing and advertising industry with over three decades of diverse
professional experience in various industries. Throughout his
phenomenal career, he has routinely demonstrated the passion, vision,
dedication and diligence necessary to be successful in the business
world.
Drawing upon his extensive experience and expertise in the field as
well as his outstanding business acumen. Lindsay is currently V.P.
business Development, Ncite Neuromedia focusing on new markets for
education gamification. Lindsay is former CEO of Chiniki First Nation
for two years in which he oversaw administration of 32 programs
including, housing, economic development and education.
Mr. Blackett spent over four years as a Member of The Legislative
Assembly of Alberta for Calgary North West. He also recently spent
almost four years as Minister of Culture and Community Spirit for the
Government of Alberta. Additionally, Mr. Blackett Chaired the Standing
Committee on Legislative Offices. Lindsay was also a Member of the
Operations Committee and Cabinet Policy Committee on Public Health
and Safety.
With a vast array of knowledge and experience Lindsay has spent the
last 18 months working, in a consulting capacity with various
companies and organizations in the cannabis industry in the areas of
finance, technology and public policy. Mr. Blackett has been focusing
on transformational change that allows business to prepare for the
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Khalid Abdul Razak
Alberta Cannabis Collective

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for the North American
cannabis industry.
Khalid Abdul Razak is an accomplished strategist and creative. He has
spent the last 10 years of his career in top-tier management
consulting, which included firms such as EY and MNP. There he worked
with C-suites and executives of various-sized organizations from startups to FP500 companies on strategy development, customer
acquisition and growth, operating and business model design, process
improvement, and innovation enablement.
Khalid has authored multiple global thought leadership papers
including the first nationally published whitepaper on cannabis retail.
Prior to consulting, Khalid worked at a start-up hub helping
entrepreneurs take their ideas from concept to commercialization.
Khalid is also the Chairman of the Alberta Cannabis Collective (ABCC).
The is on a mission to make Alberta the global benchmark for cannabis
retail and is committed to upholding its member organizations to a set
of standards and best practices that exceed the industry benchmark
for business practices and safe sale of cannabis products.

Session: Successful Business Transitions
Mike Thompson is an Associate Professor, Management Consulting
Mike Thompson, Associate
with the Faculty of Management at Royal Roads University.
Professor, RRU
Prior to this appointment, he held senior management positions within
commercial banking sectors in the U.K, Ontario, and British Columbia.
His academic credentials include an Honours Degree in Economics
from the University of Manchester and a Diploma in Land Economics
from the University of British Columbia. Professional certifications
include Fellow of Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB) and Fellow
Certified Management Consultant (FCMC).
He is a former Trustee representing CMC Canada within the
International Council for Management Consulting Institutes (ICMCI). In
2013, he was awarded the prestigious ICMCI Academic Fellow
designation in recognition of his commitment to the field of
Management Consulting education. He also holds a visiting professor
appointment at the Graduate School of Business, Grenoble, France.
A series of one day seminars and on-line courses have been delivered
to various CPA provincial institutes, introducing commercial banking
risk assessment practices. International seminars on this topic have
also been conducted for commercial banking organizations in Beijing,
China.
Session: What’s the difference between ASPE and IFRS?
Kerry Clark, CPA, CA
Kerry has a Bachelor of Commerce; member of the Chartered
Professional Accountants of Canada (CPA Canada) and the Institute of
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Associate Partner, for the Financial
Accounting Advisory Services at EY
Calgary

Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand; member of CPA
Canada’s Oil and Gas Industry Task Force, the Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers’ IFRS Committee, and EY’s internal expert
networks on the new revenue recognition and leases standards;
frequent speaker at accounting related events
She has over 18 years of experience providing insights to clients and
staff on financial processes, accounting and financial reporting matters
under IFRS and US GAAP Her experience spans a variety of industries,
with a specific focus over the past several years on financial reporting
issues in the energy industries, including oil and gas, infrastructure and
utilities
Kerry frequently assists clients in understanding the financial reporting
and process implications of complex transactions such as complicated
infrastructure construction and partnership arrangements, leases,
share-based payments, revenue recognition issues, acquisitions and
joint arrangements

Session: Disaster Preparedness
Leann Hackman-Carty
HACKMANCARTY & Associates

Since 2009, Leann has served as the Chief Executive Officer for
Economic Developers Alberta (EDA) which is Alberta's economic
development network. She also runs her own consulting firm
HackmanCarty & Associates.
Leann has significant business and economic disaster recovery
experience. At the end of 2014, she completed an Economic Disaster
Recovery Project with 10 Southern Alberta flood impacted
communities and Treaty 7 Community Futures. As part of this, she
organized 11 technical assistance teams and completed individual
business and economic recovery reports. From May 2016-June 2017
Leann also worked with the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo on
their business and economic recovery efforts, post wildfire.
Leann recently “Canadianized” the Recovery and Resiliency Roadmap:
A Toolkit for Economic Preparedness, based on a US-Version,
developed by the International Economic Development Council. This
toolkit is used by communities for preparing and recovering from
economic disruptions, whether natural or manmade. She also
launched a pilot project to bring the International Economic
Development Council (IEDC) Economic Resilience Training for
Community and Regional Leaders course to four Alberta communities.
She continues to be a lead trainer for this course available to all
Canadian communities.
Leann Is the Canadian Director for the Institute for Sustainable
Development (ISD). In this capacity she is working with communities
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across the United States on specific long-term recovery and resiliency
initiatives. In December 2017, she released her Master Your Disaster
series of readiness, response and recovery guides for families, business
and communities available on Amazon.com both in print, and in Kindle
format, audio and Spanish. In December 2018, Leann was invited by
Virgin Unite (Richard Branson’s foundation), to participate in a
leadership forum in the British Virgin Islands to view firsthand the work
they are doing in the region post-hurricane.
Her most recent recognition for her work includes: CIBC Trailblazers &
Trendsetters Award Recipient, WXN’s Top 100 Canada’s Most Powerful
Women (2018), Emergency Management Exemplary Service AwardResilient Communities, Public Safety Canada (2018) and Public-Private
Partnership Award (Wood Buffalo Business Recovery Hotline),
International Economic Development Council (2017)
Session: The Art and Science of Marketing
Ryan Townend, CEO and Owner of Ryan Townend has spent his life in pursuit of entrepreneurship. He
William Joseph
discovered his business sense, coupled with creativity, during his
childhood years. He later refined this business acumen at the
University of Saskatchewan at the College of Commerce. His early
marketing Days were spent at the Saskatoon Forestry Farm Park and
Zoo, where he was to apply his talents in a not-for-profit setting.
Seeking to advance his career to the media industry, he relocated to
Calgary and founded William Joseph with the goal of creating an
advertising agency that would incorporate smart strategy to provide
the base for innovative and on-the-mark creative.

Session: PBA Complaints and Compliance Updates and Process
Tracey Watson, PBA, MFA
Tracey is one of the senior partners at her firm, Balanced Bookkeeping
Partner at Balanced Bookkeeping & & Accounting Services Ltd. in Okotoks, Alberta. She started out as self
Accounting Services Ltd.
employed in 1999 and received her accounting designation in 2005
through Athabasca University. Tracey became a PBA in 2009 and then
acquired her MFA designation in 2016.
In 2008 the company was incorporated, and the company has kept her
original business practices the same, to work with her clients on a one
on one basis to help them succeed in all areas of business. Tracey has a
strong belief in having personal relationships and strong
communication with her clients and their staff to assist them with their
growth.

Vincent Crosby, MBA, MFA, C.Mgr,
P.Mgr, FPBA, ICIA

Tracey joined the PBA board in 2012, where she previously held the
membership portfolio and now is the Director of Legal and Ethics.
Vincent Crosby is an accountant who works both in the public and
private sector. Since 2009 he has been an active director with the
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Crosby Business and Tax Services
Ltd.

Public Business Accountants Society (formerly Registered Public
Accountant’s Association of Alberta), and in 2015 was appointed to be
on the national board of directors as chair of education.
Other designations that Vincent holds are the Master Financial Advisor
(MFA) from the Knowledge Bureau, Chartered Manager (C.Mgr.) and
Professional Manager (P.Mgr.) from the Canadian Institute of
Management. He is an accredited member of the Guild of Industrial,
Commercial and Institutional Accountants (ICIA). Vincent’s educational
background includes multiple post-secondary diplomas, graduate
certificate in management, graduate diploma in management and
Masters in Business Administration.
Vincent has been recognized over the last decade for his work with the
PBA with three president awards, the David Stewart award, founders
award and in 2015 being made a fellow.

Session: Ethics, Values, Trust, and Professional Responsibility.
Rod Burylo, CIM, FCSI
Rod has been writing and teaching about applied ethic for over 30
years. He currently designs and delivers a variety of educational
programs for professionals, and his current book (The Wealthy
Buddhist) discusses the relationship between ethics and business
success. He serves on boards and/or consults to public and private
companies, as well as not for profits. This work includes drafting the
revised policies and procedures for PBA.
He maintains his CIM and FCSI designations.

Your Speaker Recruiter and MC for the Speaker Series…
Suzanne Ebelher, Managing
Suzanne Ebelher, CMC, CPHR, MBA, wears two hats; she is both the
Director, Mission Ignite
Managing Director of Mission Ignite Management Consulting and the
Management Consulting Inc.
Director of Client Service for Business Link. Suzanne has over 20 years
of experience assisting clients on a variety of consulting topics such as
business process improvement, strategic planning, change
management, business planning, focus group facilitation, project
management, compensation reviews, HR policy and organizational
effectiveness and customized training programs.
She has worked closely with various stakeholder groups facilitating
community engagement discussions. Suzanne works collaboratively
with her clients to help facilitate decision making and business
improvements by providing the necessary support documentation,
policies, processes, tools and plans in order to achieve their desired
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goals and vision of success. She has worked with Indigenous
communities, provincial departments, unionized organizations, large
private corporations, entrepreneurs and non-profit organizations,
assisting them all with meeting various needs.
Suzanne brings knowledge from a background in E-Learning and Adult
education certificates, her Bachelor of Arts degree, her Certified
Management Consultant designation, CHRP designation and her MBA
specializing in Executive Management. Suzanne is also certified in
Prosci® Change Management, IAP2, has an Executive Compensation
Certificate and several courses towards her CPP designation.
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PBA Convention 2019

REGISTRATION FORM
Package A

Package B

Package C

Banquet
Add-On
Banquet
Guest
Add-On

Early Bird Registration – Deadline July 2, 2019
Price includes Friday & Saturday lunch, coffee break,
all educational sessions and the President’s Banquet
on Friday evening.
All other meals are the responsibility of the
registrant.
Full Registration
Price includes Friday & Saturday lunch, coffee break,
all educational sessions and the President’s Banquet
on Friday evening.
All other meals are the responsibility of the
registrant.
Partial Registration
Price includes one lunch, two coffee breaks and one
day educational sessions.
Excludes President’s Banquet.

$525.00+GST
(licensees only)

$595.00+GST
(licensee)

$695.00+GST
(non-licensee)

Friday
or
Saturday
(per day)

Partial Registrant:
YES
In addition to my partial registration, I would like to
NO
attend the President’s Banquet.
All Registrants: I would like to register an additional guest
for the President’s Banquet.
Limit one additional guest per registrant
Name of Guest:
First:

Last:

Cheque (Enclose with registration form)

$275.00+GST
(licensee)

$325.00+GST
(non-licensee)

$80.00+GST
Please add this charge if
selected Package C

$80.00+GST
Please add this charge if
selected Package A, B or
C

OR

Paypal Option (use Email: adminab@pba-canada.org)

(if you need payment assistance, please feel free to contact Amy or Angel at the office)

First & Last
Name:

Member #

Address:
Phone:

Email:

Fax:

Please return completed form VIA EMAIL, MAIL or FAX by August 24, 2019
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